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Every man in a village knows instantly when another’s wife is unfaithful, but never when his
own is. Each man is completely intelligent and knows that every other man is. The law of the
village demands that when a man can PROVE that his wife has been unfaithful, he must shoot
her before sundown the same day. Every man is completely law abiding One day, the mayor
announces that there is at least one unfaithful wife in the village. The mayor always tells the
truth, and every man believes him. If in fact there are exactly forty unfaithful wives in the village

(but that fact is not known to men,) what will happen after the mayor’s announcement?



